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ABCs

Authority: check the About tab

Bias: does the source have a particular 
viewpoint, ax to grind, etc.? 

Currency: IT, laws and societal views, and 
more can change from decade to decade



Target Your Google Search

• Use “quote marks” to retrieve exact matches

• Use a –minus sign to exclude words

• Specify the site: site:.org  site:.gov  site:.edu

• In search bar, type Google Advanced Search…

https://www.google.com/advanced_search


Google Advanced Search Page

Search: 
Body Farm*
at .gov 



Search Results: body farm* .gov



How Things Work: YouTube



How Things Work: More YouTube Examples



Libraries, Digital Collections, & Maps
WorldCat

Digital Collections: Photos, Maps
     Library of Congress
     New York Public Library
     British Library
 
Academic Libraries

Local Libraries: Books, Databases, & Digital 
newspapers: past through present

Library Consortia: for example, Link+ consortium in CA & NV;  
CLIC consortium in CO
 
Daily Life in… series by Greenwood Press

Google Maps

Travel Guides

https://search.worldcat.org/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://imagesonline.bl.uk/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09PF29YLP?binding=paperback&qid=1708208587&sr=1-1&ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_tpbk
https://www.google.com/maps


WorldCat Results Page - Example



Google Images

Wikimedia Commons

Getty 

Flickr

Pinterest

Still Images

https://images.google.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://creativecommons.org/tag/getty-images/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/


SinC NorCal Resources for Writers
https://www.sincnorcal.org/resources-for-writers/



Books, Webinars, and Other Resources for
 for Mystery Writers 

Mystery Writing – Reference, from Gotham Writers

Practical Aspects of Criminal & Forensic Investigations

Howdunit Series: listed in GoodReads, in Amazon

Jane Cleland’s Free Monthly Webinars 

Murder and Mayhem: A Doctor Answers Medical and 
Forensic Questions for Mystery Writers

Ask an Expert

https://www.writingclasses.com/toolbox/reading-lists/mystery-writing/reference
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08BCBPFCK?binding=hardcover&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_thcv&qid=1707934835&sr=1-54
https://www.goodreads.com/series/76228-howdunit-series
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Howdunit+series&i=stripbooks&crid=1YLYIKPDGUQ69&qid=1707947096&sprefix=howdunit+series%2Cstripbooks%2C145&ref=sr_pg_1
https://janecleland.com/events/
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-Mayhem-Answers-Forensic-Questions/dp/0312309457/


Medical: MedlinePlus, CDC,  Medcrimes Podcast, Autopsy Technique

Natl Institute of Justice’s Crime Scene Examination: courts, equipment, cold cases, etc.

U.S. Crime Stats (2015-2019), incl. murder victims by weapon; CDC Fastats/Homicide

Poisons: Pick Your Poison Podcast, Dr. JP 

               N. New England Poison Center, 150+ poisons alphabetized 

Interpol > Crimes: drug trafficking, crimes against children, terrorism…

Weapons: Blue Book of Gun Values

On the Web

https://medlineplus.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/medcrimes-a-medical-true-crime-podcast/id1599194451
https://documents-cloud.cap.org/estore/pdf/PUB119_IntroAutopsy_Sample.pdf
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/law-enforcement/investigations/crime-scene
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2019/crime-in-the-u.s.-2019/tables/expanded-homicide-data-table-8.xls
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/homicide.htm
https://pickpoison.com/
https://www.nnepc.org/poison-information
https://www.interpol.int/en/Crimes/
https://bluebookofgunvalues.com/


Forensic Anthropology
& Entomology

Forensic anthropology:
“Bone Whispering,” Smithsonian Science

“Unearthing Bones for 20 Years at the ‘Body Farm,’” FBI, 2019

“If These Bones Could Speak,” U-Alabama Birmingham, Ellen Sullivan, 2023

Forensic entomology:
“The Use of Insects in Investigations,” National Library of Medicine

“Insects at the Scene of the Crime,” Amateur Entomologists’ Society 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/smithsonian-science-how-forensic-anthropology/smithsonian-science-how-forensic-anthropology-bone-whispering/
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/body-farm-20th-anniversary-032019
https://www.uab.edu/uabmagazine/identifyingskeletalremains
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3296382/
https://www.amentsoc.org/insects/insects-and-man/forensic-entomology.html


Police Procedure

The Writer’s Police Academy, KillerCon: WI Dept of Justice instructors; hands-on training 

Doing Police Procedural Research, Jeff Mariotte, 7 August 2022

The Graveyard Shift, blog by Lee Lofland, procedure, investigation, forensics, writing craft

Officer.com, a Cop Shop with categories: check right sidebar categories to see what cops use

Writers Digest, “Seven tips for writing police procedurals that readers love,” Russ Thomas 2021 

Writers Digest, “Six tips for writing a great police procedural,” Carrie Smith 2017 

https://writerspoliceacademy.com/
https://jeffmariotte.com/2022/08/07/doing-police-procedural-research/
https://leelofland.com/
https://www.officer.com/tactical
https://www.writersdigest.com/write-better-fiction/7-tips-for-writing-police-procedurals-that-readers-love
https://www.writersdigest.com/write-better-fiction/6-tips-for-writing-a-great-police-procedural


Artificial Intelligence
AI in the Criminal Justice System
MIT and Stanford alum, AI program for high school students, 2024 

Artificial Intelligence in Thrillers
Adam Saint, legal expert, mathematician published in Lancet, 2022  

Artificial Intelligence and the Crime Novel
Joe Souza, Maine Crime Writers, 2021

Recent Novels: 
The Perfect Wife, JP Delaney
Klara and the Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro  

https://www.inspiritai.com/blogs/ai-student-blog/implications-of-ai-in-the-criminal-justice-system
https://www.mysteryandsuspense.com/artificial-intelligence-in-thrillers/
https://mainecrimewriters.com/2021/07/13/artificial-intelligence-and-the-crime-novel/


BV Lawson’s “In Reference to Murder”
Link 

https://www.inreferencetomurder.com/


Questions?

Michal Strutin, MWA & SinC NorCal
Michal Strutin.com

https://michalstrutin.com/

